1928 Chris-Craft Cadet "Captain Lovewell"
Sealed Bid Auction – Bids Due August 9, 2026
1928 • 22' 4" • Hull #1354
A Beautifully Restored Classic with Nearly a Century of History
The New Hampshire Boat Museum is pleased to offer Captain Lovewell, an exceptionally well-maintained and beautifully restored 1928 Chris-Craft Cadet, through a three-week sealed bid auction.
Built in Algonac, Michigan, Captain Lovewell was shipped new in February 1928 before becoming the launch for the historic Severance Lodge Club on Kezar Lake in Center Lovell, Maine. She faithfully served the club for more than four decades before being purchased by her longtime owner in 1976.
Since then, Captain Lovewell has benefited from nearly fifty years of conscientious ownership, professional maintenance, and thoughtful restoration. In 1988, she was repowered with a dependable 205-horsepower Crusader 4.3L V6 marine engine, providing modern reliability while preserving the timeless elegance and character of this classic wooden runabout.
A comprehensive restoration completed by Billings Marine of Stonington, Maine included:
· New bottom planking 
· New keel 
· Reproduced transom framing 
· Cold-molded bottom for additional strength, watertight integrity, and reduced maintenance 
· Replated chrome throughout 
· Custom dark green leather upholstery 
· Numerous coats of varnish 
· New custom winter cover 
Since completion of the restoration, Captain Lovewell has been stored in a climate-controlled building, professionally serviced, and carefully maintained. Restoration photographs documenting the work accompany the boat.

Specifications
· Year: 1928 
· Manufacturer: Chris-Craft 
· Model: Cadet 
· Hull Number: 1354 
· Length: 22' 4" 
· Beam: 5' 2" 
· Draft: 1' 10" 
· Engine: Crusader Marine 4.3L V6 
· Horsepower: 205 HP 

Condition
Captain Lovewell presents in very good overall condition and is ready to be enjoyed immediately.
Her brightwork, chrome, upholstery, and overall presentation reflect decades of meticulous care and professional maintenance. The Crusader engine provides dependable performance while preserving the boat's classic appearance.
As with any traditionally constructed wooden boat, prospective owners should anticipate routine cosmetic maintenance to preserve her exceptional appearance. The varnish is approaching the point where refinishing should be planned within the next maintenance cycle, and minor hull maintenance typical of classic wooden boats should be expected as part of responsible stewardship.
Overall, Captain Lovewell is a beautifully maintained example of an early Chris-Craft that can be enjoyed immediately while continuing to benefit from thoughtful ownership.

Provenance
One of Captain Lovewell's greatest strengths is her exceptional provenance and documented ownership history.
From her service as the launch for the Severance Lodge Club on Kezar Lake to nearly five decades of stewardship by her current owner on the Connecticut River in Lyme, New Hampshire, she represents an outstanding example of an early Chris-Craft preserved with extraordinary care.
Boats of this quality, originality, and documented history rarely become available.

Included with the Boat
· 1928 Chris-Craft Cadet "Captain Lovewell" 
· Crusader 4.3L V6 Marine Engine 
· Restoration documentation 
· Restoration photographs 
· Custom winter cover 
· EZ Loader dual axel trailer 

Sealed Bid Information
Opening Bid: $25,000
Sealed Bid Deadline
Sunday, August 9, 2026
5:00 PM EDT
Captain Lovewell is being offered through a three-week sealed bid auction conducted by the New Hampshire Boat Museum.
Interested parties are encouraged to inspect the boat prior to submitting a bid. Private showings may be arranged by contacting the Museum or the Auction Chair.
Submit Sealed Bids
By Email
auction@nhbm.org
By Mail
New Hampshire Boat Museum
P.O. Box 1195
Wolfeboro Falls, NH 03896
All mailed bids must be received by 5:00 PM EDT on Sunday, August 9, 2026.

Questions or to Schedule a Viewing
Dan Lyons
Auction Chair
New Hampshire Boat Museum
Call or Text: (603) 828-9731

Auction Terms
· Opening Bid: $25,000 
· Boat is sold as-is, where-is. 
· Interested bidders are encouraged to inspect the vessel before submitting a bid. 
· Restoration photographs and documentation are available for review. 
· The New Hampshire Boat Museum reserves the right to reject any and all bids. Submission of the highest bid does not automatically guarantee acceptance. 

A Rare Opportunity
Whether destined for concours events, antique boat gatherings, or leisurely cruises on New England's lakes and rivers, Captain Lovewell represents a rare opportunity to acquire an exceptionally well-documented and beautifully restored piece of American boating history.
For nearly a century, she has embodied the craftsmanship, elegance, and enduring appeal that established Chris-Craft as one of America's most celebrated boat builders.
The donor's greatest hope is that Captain Lovewell finds a new steward who will cherish her as they have—keeping her on the water, sharing her with family and friends, and preserving her remarkable legacy for generations to come.
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