
Dear Friend,

We hope that you and your family are well as we approach the holiday season, a time when many of us deepen our 
connection with family and friends. Our mission at the New Hampshire Boat Museum is to connect people through 
the history of New Hampshire’s fresh waterways 

We are writing to ask you to make a fi nancial gift to help us continue to tell these stories by contributing 
to our 2021 Year-End Appeal. Our goal this year is $55,000 to move our mission forward through activities, art, 
classes, exhibitions, and amazing artifacts that help us better understand our boating heritage on the lakes and rivers 
of the Granite State.  

Last year, your donations to the Spring & Fall Appeals 
supported NHBM in conjunction with local and federal grants 
enabling the Museum to off er activities and programs despite 
the fi nancial strains of COVID 19. Your support carried us 
through one of the toughest fi nancial moments in the 
museum’s history. THANK YOU for your generosity!

Th is year, our doors opened May 29th along with our boat, the 
Millie B, to celebrate Memorial Day weekend. Th e museum 
hosted an extraordinary number of visitors in 2021 and with it 
we saw a rise in membership. Th e Millie B, which was featured 
on NH Chronicle, also experienced a banner year as did the 
Vintage Race Boat Regatta in September.

We presented a larger array of programs this season which included the new exhibit 
Who’s in the Boat?, a historical refl ection on the sport of rowing. Our fi rst virtual lecture 
series dove deeper into the topic of “who’s in the boat” thus expanding our audience 
and breadth of speakers beyond New Hampshire, plus extending our season beyond 
Columbus Day!

Th e BIG news this year though, is we were able to expand our permanent collection 
with the acquisition of the Dr. Dwight Stowell Collection. Visitors to our Vintage 
Voyage in August got a “sneak peek” of these exceptional examples of fully restored 
yacht tenders, launches, and Chris Crafts from the 1920s-30s. Th e Ganges II, an 
FW Johnson Co. cabin launch, was featured at the museum this year as part of our 
Locally Produced exhibit.  

YOUR HELP makes this all possible, THANK YOU!!!
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We presented a larger array of programs this season which included the new exhibit 
Who’s in the Boat?, a historical refl ection on the sport of rowin
series dove deeper into the topic of “who’s in the boat” thus expanding our audience 

Say “New Hampshire” 

and what images come 

to mind? The coast? 

The White Mountains? 

Loons on the lake?  

Whatever the image, 

competitive rowing

probably isn’t one 
of them!

WHO’S  IN 
THE  BOAT?

New Hampshire has had an interesting relationship 

with competitive and recreational rowing. This 

is where competitive collegiate rowing began! 

In 1852 at Center Harbor the fi rst Yale-Harvard 

regatta started the fi rst intercollegiate competition 

of any kind and the oldest rivalry as well.  

In this exhibit we look at the role New Hampshire 

women have played in crew: from the “mother of 

rowing”, Stratham’s Ernestine Bayer, to Wolfeboro’s 

Hilary Gehman who is training and coaching women 

athletes for the 2021 Olympics in Tokyo.   

Often “not seen,” we look at the participation of people 

of color in competitive rowing. Were you aware that 

there are black Olympic crew members? Competitive 

rowing is often perceived as white, male and elitist. 

Yet there have been, and are, others in the boat.   

Welcome �  t�  B� th� se
And we hope you enjoy the exhibit!
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P.S.  Support the future of the New Hampshire Boat Museum by joining our Legacy Society!  
By naming NHBM in your will or estate plan, you will ensure that NHBM can continue to 
preserve and share New Hampshire’s important freshwater boating heritage for future generations. 

Your gift will go directly into the operating fund. This past 
year your donation enabled us to hire additional staff, fund 
a museum digital media internship, upgrade our artifact 
collections software, hire a safety instructor for our boat 
building class, purchase new office equipment, and enhance 
the care of the museum’s permanent collection.  

We still need your help to…
•  continue to care for and preserve  

the permanent collection
• continue to grow our staff in 2022
•  create a virtual museum experience 
• film the 2022 Virtual Boathouse Tour

The Annual Fund is the lifeblood of NHBM. It maintains the strength and vitality of our exemplary programs in every 
area of the museum. Your gift of every size helps us explore the history of boating, partner with lakes associations, 
appreciate art, and expand on-water activities and education in our community.  

Can we count on your support today?
Your tax-deductible contribution makes a difference, helping support something 
for everyone at NHBM.

Please find a self-addressed envelope enclosed for your donation. Donations can also be made 
online at www.nhbm.org where you can choose to be a sustaining monthly donor. Remember, no 
gift is too small and every dollar makes a difference in preserving our programs and collection.

On behalf of the Board of Trustees, we thank you in advance for your generous support.

Be well, stay safe, and we look forward to seeing you on the waters and at the museum next spring!!

With appreciation, 

           
Martha J. Cummings     Jaime Laurent        Kerry Lynch                                                                                   
Executive Director   Co-Chair, Board of Trustees      Co-Chair, Board of Trustees


