 YEAREND APPEAL

Your gift makes a difference!
Dear Friend,
All of us at the New Hampshire Boat Museum hope that you and your loved ones
are well. When it comes to preserving and sharing the freshwater boating heritage
in the Granite State, the New Hampshire Boat Museum is the only organization
working to do so. This is what sets us apart and makes the Museum special.
During these unprecedented times, your support has never been so important.
We are writing to ask you to make a financial gift to our year-end 2020 Annual
Appeal. Our goal this year is $50,000 which is higher than usual due to the
pandemic-related elimination of many revenue generating activities. Please note
that the first $5,000 of gifts received will be matched by a generous donor.
Your previous generosity enabled the New Hampshire Boat Museum to open our doors this summer where we shared
the stories in our featured exhibit, Locally Produced: Fresh water boats made in New Hampshire. Over this winter, you
will have the opportunity to watch video interviews and tours of the exhibit that were filmed this season.
Your financial support gives our team the resources to do their jobs and your moral support gives our staff and
volunteers the encouragement they need to keep moving NHBM forward. Progress this year includes technology
upgrades, heightened care of the museum’s collection, and the creation of virtual offerings. Despite the COVID-19
environment we were able to safely offer our outdoor, in-person adult and family boat building and model yacht kit
building classes, plus weekly model yachting on Back Bay.
Our first-ever “virtual” Boathouse Tour has been widely viewed and well-received!
Many of you have commented that we need to do more tours like this. Your financial
support will help us continue to produce quality programs like this one, that are
mission-driven and accessible to all.
Over the course of this rapidly changing year due to the pandemic, NHBM pivoted
many times in order to ensure the safety of our volunteers, staff, and visitors, while providing our community with
programs and experiences we could. We missed hosting and seeing you at our fun, in-person social events. As we
look ahead to 2021, it is not clear yet what this next year will bring, but we will do our best to continue to bring fun,
educational, and interesting programs through the safest mediums.
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Already we are lining up a virtual lecture series for next year, artists to show
their work in the Museum, changes to our exhibit, and more. We plan to
run our boat building classes, offer sailing instruction, and we look forward
to running the Millie B again – an integral part of NHBM
Your contribution to the 2020 Annual Appeal will help us to fund:
•
•
•
•
•
•

A safety instructor and intern for boat building classes
A museum curatorial internship
Adding educational activities to our website
Upgrading our artifact collections software
Caring for the museum collection
Filming the 2021 Virtual Boathouse Tour

The word is out that the New Hampshire Boat Museum is the premiere museum working to preserve and share New
Hampshire’s important freshwater boating heritage. Our museum collection continues to grow through generously
donated boats, motors, and other related artifacts. We recently received a collection of restored outboard motors and
are acquiring a pristine collection of six rare and unique boats ranging from c. 1920 – 1935.
All of us are strengthened by the preservation and survival of historic objects like our beautiful boats, motors, and
many other unique fresh water artifacts – as well as their stories. Without them, we would be lost and adrift. Thank
you for helping in this effort, so that the past and present can guide us for generations to come.
It’s no exaggeration to say that your gift to the Annual Appeal is critical to the New Hampshire Boat Museum
and our programs this year. Your tax-deductible contribution is an investment that will educate and inform our
future generation of boaters and lake stewards.

Can we count on your support today?
I urge you to complete and return the self-addressed envelope with the most generous contribution
you can. No gift is too small and every dollar you give will make a difference. If you prefer, you can always
make your gift quickly and securely online at NHBM.org.
On behalf of the Board of Trustees, we thank you in advance for your generous support at this critical time. Be well,
stay safe, and thank you.
In gratitude,

Martha J. Cummings
Executive Director

Jaime Laurent
Co-Chair, Board of Trustees

Kerry Lynch
Co-Chair, Board of Trustees

P.S. Support the future of the New Hampshire Boat Museum by joining our Legacy Society!
By naming NHBM in your will or estate plan, you will ensure that NHBM can continue to
preserve and share New Hampshire’s important freshwater boating heritage for future generations.
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